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| Foot, chon arc a 


: wings; but thou haſt, mocked: ys Meſſengers, and deſpiſed 


"OVER 


ENGLAND, 


 Becauſeof the Judgements that isnow 


Appearing againſt her for her manifold 


TRANSGRESSTON S. 


how ſhall I lay open before thee thy anutterable Tranſ- 
greſſions and Iniquities, of all ſorts and natures, that 


Or: England, England What ſhallI fay unto thee? or 


that thou mayſt be thorowly ſenſible of the cauſe for . > 


which the God of heaven and-earth is now appearing againſt 
T hee, with ſore Calamities and great Fudgements? Ob, that 
my head were as water, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 


thy day, thethings which did belong to thy peace; but now 
are they hid from many, who are drinking iniquity as the Ox 
drinks water; therefore ſhall thine enenues compaſs thee on 
every fide, and ſhall prey upon thee, as the Ravens upon a 
dead carkaſs, and none ſhall frey them away , unleſs thou 


#0 the poor and oppreſſed inthee; for from the head even tothe 

7sjoynted body, full of bruiſes and gangreen'd 
ſores, whichare fo ſpread in every member, that there is now 
little hopes of thy recovery. . 0 


Jer.9. 11, 


 Emight thorowly lament thy ſad condition into which thoujer. ag 8. 
baſt driven thy ſelf, throngh thy wilful refifting the day of thy 
Viſitation, Oh, that thoa hadſt throughly. conſidered in this ]* 


| 9. 
cr 9, T,2 
e 19, 


42,43,44 


break, off thy ſins by repentance,and thy iniquities by ſhewing mercy © 


h,; how often would the Lord Mar.23, 


bave- gathered thee, as a Hen gathereth ber Chickens nnder ber 37» 


his 
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2 Chren, his words, and miſuſed his * 58 until the wrath of God 
36.16. js broke forth againſt thee, aid thy ttoubles come upan thee 
as an armed man, which thou canſt not withſtand; thy Pride, 
thy Wantonneſs, Luxury, Whoredom, Swearing, Lying, Drun- 
kenneſs, Gluttony, Oppreſſion and Cruelty, cozening and defraud- 
eng the Innocent, (hall preſs thee down as a mill-ſtone, into the 


Sea ; fear, the Pit and the Snare ſhall be upon thee, and it ſhall 


Ifa 24, Ccometo pals, that he that fleeth from the noiſe of fear of that 
17,18. dreadfu] day that is coming upon thee, ſhall fall into the Pit, 
and he that cometh up out of the midſt of che Pit, ſhall be 


taken in the Dnare ; for the earth ſhall reel to and fro, like as thy + 


Damkards have reeled in thy ſtreets, and it ſhall be removed 
like a Cottage, and the Tranſgreſons thereof ſhall be heavy wpon it, 
and the haughtineſs of many ſhall be bowed down, and Terro?, 


Fear a4 Amazement ſp ll ſezze #pon the ſtonteſt heart, before the 


fierce anger of the Lord now broken forth be executed wpon it, for . 


che defiroping Angel from the Lord is gone forth to plaguz 
and famifh thy Inhabitants, who hath long fatted themſelves 
like fed Horſes, devouring the good creatures of God upon 
; Cor.xo, Cheir laſts, ſitting down to eat and drink, , and riſing up to play, 
7, Which was the Idolatry of the old World, and one of the evils for 
which God cook an occalion to deſtroy chem. Oh, how often 
haſt thou tempted the God of Heaven by thy abominable 
Oatbs and Curſinzs ; nay, thou haft invented new Ozths to 
Jer.23.10 pleaſe the luſts of wicked men, Therefore ſþ ill thy Land mourn, 
and thy pleaſant places be dryed up, and thy fruitful fields as the 
high places of the Forreſt ; for they that have wrought wickedneſs 
Mal 3.15. have been ſet up in thee, and they that have tempted God (as afore- 
ſaid) have been even delivered,countenanced and tolerated : pea, 
Iſa. $9. Fudgement bath ſtood afar off, and Fuſtice hath been turned back- 
14:15. mard, and Truth hath fallen in the ſtreets, and Equity could not 
enter ;, and be that bath departed from evil, hath been made a prey 
If, #þ0z by thy ravening Wolves, who have laid many Snares for 
+2927 them who have reproved ſin in the gate : Shall not T viſit for theſe 
Jer.5.9, things, faith the Lord ? Shall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch 4 
Nation as this ? Oh, how often hath Juſtice and true Judge- 
ment been perverted by thy Fxdges, whoſe unparalleld pro- 
ceedings (againſt righteous men anly, for the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God, and obedience to his Son (within this Jate years ) 

. Wl 


Ge tet eee 


er rr en OO" 


Ee re 


| (3) 
will be recorded to generations to core, who have firſt made j,q,, 4; 
Laws to trep 8 ſnare the righteous,and then have hunted them 2,24.. 
therewith out of their peaceable habitations, and thrown them 
into many noyſom priſons, where they have long kept them, 
contrary to the known Laws and Liberties of England, and ex- 
poſed them to rxine in perſon and eſtate for ever, only becaule 
they worſhip Godand obey his Truth, according as he hath 
perſwaded their hearts ; let the Goals throughout this whole 
Land, be as acloud of witnefles againſt thee this day, yet with 
this thou art not ſatisfied, but thou muſt have ſuch baatthed 
out of their native Country,8 expoſed to flavery ina forreign 
Land, whom thou couldſt never juſtly charge with theleaſt 
injury to any mans perfon or Eſtate z, The cry of whoſe Blood 
(m:;rdered by Thee in thy cloſe and noifom priſons, for want 
of room and Air) # gone up to the God of Heaven, and hehath 
begun to pour out his Plagnes upon Thee : And as thou Lon-= 
don hath proceeded in the aboveſaid Cruelties 3 1priſoning ma- 
ny to death, cruelly whipping, ſtocking beating pinching, þuffetting, 
and baniſhing, &c. againſt thee hath God bent his bow, and 
there is wrath gone forth from him againſt chee, and the 
Plague is begun, which ſhall #mpriſon and baniſh thouſands into Num, 16. 
a dungeon where there is no redemption, and thy Calamities ge- 4** 
nerations to come ſhall reckon up ; but though thou muſt firſt 
drink of the cup of the Lords fierce indignation and hot dif- 
pleaſure, yet after thee it ſhall be giveninto the hand of every 
Oppreſſor in the Land, unti] they know that the moſt High ren 
dereth to every man according to the fruit of his doings, who 
is now pleading with thee by his Swo2d, by his Plagues and 
Judgements, which thou canſt neicher Szppreſs, Impriſon nor 
Banifþ, bur they ſball hunt thy Inhabitants out of their ſealed 
Hoſes and fair Cities, even as thou haſt hunted his choſen 
Ones out of their Meetings and Dwellings, for the ſame mea- 
ſure thou haſt meaſured, ſhall be meaſured to thee again ; and Mat. 7. 
they ſhall have judgement without mercy, who have ſhewed !>2: 
no mercy; the Sword without, and the Famine and Peſtilence 12:13 
within, ſhall deſtroy both the young-man and Maid; and thus x, ., .. 
ſhall thy Land be vexed, until the Lord have performed the ;;. 
thought of his heart concerning thee, for thou haſt overpaſt 
the deeds of the wicked, and thy wilful Tranfgreffions hath 
; A2 rendied 
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T8 rendred theeguilty before God and man of all thoſe judge. 

| ments that are come and coming upon thee: Alas, alas, for 
the miſery, deftruQion, and deſolation which is haſt ing to come 
upon thee; the day of the Lord ſhall come upon thee, as pain \ 
upon a woman that travelleth, and you ſhall be amazed at 
one aiothers faces, your faces ſhall be as flames: for, Be- 
bold the day of the Ld cometh, cruel both with wrath ani fierce 
anger, to ſcourge the Land, and be ſhall d:ftray the finners thereof | 
out of it ; and he will puniſh the world for their evil, and the wicks 
ed for their iniquities, and will cauſe the arrogancy of the proud |. 
20 ceaſe, and lay low the haughtineſs of the terrible, who bath made | 
ftrong the bonds and fetters of his Anointed ; then ſhall a mn be 

; more precious then gold, and the reſidue that ſhall remain, ſhall re- 
Iſ7,35.19. turn to Fon with ſongs of deliverance, and Halielujahs to the 
' . Lord for ever; and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flie away, and they 


ſhall receive beauty .for aſhes, and the oyle of joy for the ſpirit of 
| heavineſs, that they may be called Trees of righteouſneſs, the plant= 
i eng of the Lord, But thou ſhalt mourn as the Dove mourneth, 
| . yea, thy laughter ſhall be turned into mourning, and thy joy 


; into heavineſs ; and thy ſwarms of falſe Prophets, who have 
| long daubed thee with untempered morter, and made merchandiſe 
. © © * of thee through covetouſneſs, ſhalt drink deep of the cup of the 
1 Pce.2.z, Lords indignation, whois highly guilty of all the Cruelty and 
223, 4+ Oppreſſion, Pride and TIniquity, for which Gods anger is now ( 
Mal.4. 1. kindled, which ſhall burn them up, and leave them neither | 
root nor branch; the great Globe of the World they have ſo | 

long huge'd faſt under their long robes, ſhall tumble from 

themas down a mighty mountain, without recovery ; and tbe 

arm of fleſh (they have ſolong fled unto, and truſted in) ſpall 

J-rc17, 5, Wither before their eyes; and the complaint of the Widows they 
Ma « 23. havedevoured, and of the Strangers which they have oppreſſed, 
I'4. evil intreated and perſecuted, and of the Fatberleſs which they 
have deſtroyed by their covetons prafices, ſhall be written be- 

| forethem, a3 in Tables of braſs, and they fhall have time to 
| read them, their creeping about upon their bellies, and 
ewiſting every way lite Serpents, to uphold themſelves and 

Ez:k,ts, their wives and.children in pride, fulneſs of bread,and abundance 
49. of zdleneſs, ſhall be a Proverb in generations to come : Andas 
choſe things which I was moved to-write concerning _ 

; | Te» 
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brethren the Pregbyters, a little before their overthrow came 
nponthem, which eclipſed all their glory, ſo ſhall theſe things | 
overtake this generation of Vipers, whoſe glory ſhall go out 
as the ſnuffof a candle, for they have been as evening Wolves, 
| ravening the prey, and deſtroying many ſouls to get diſhoneſt | 
| gain; the blood of both Prince and People is upon their heads, | 
crying now aloud for vengeance and the Executioner is even 
at the door, and they ſhall not proceed much further,till their 
folly be made manifeſt to all men. 
[- Oh Englang, England! how art thou like an ungirded Veſſel, Rom. 1.8. 
| . how often hath the Lord invited thee to Repentance, warning 
thee of his fierce Wrath, which is to be revealed from Heaven 
againſt all ungodlineſs, but inſtead of hearkning and returning, 
thou haft abuſed, ftocked, ſtoned, buffeted, perſecuted in thy Syna- 
gogues, ſhamefully intreated, impriſoned to death, yea and baniſhed 
them whom the Lord raifed up in tender love to warn thee, 
and after their reproof, thou has invented how to be more de- 
ſperately wicked, ſurpaſſing the ſins of Sod» and Gomvrrah,nay Mart. rt, 
if the mighty works which hath been done in thee, had been 23: 
donein them, they would long e*re no» have repentedin duſt 
and aſhes, but thou has hardned thy heart and ſtifned thy neck, 
and (et at naught all his reproofs, and deſpiſed all his Coun- 
ſels, therefore thou ſhalt ſeek him early and ſhall not find him, ; 
and in the morning ſhall ſay would God #t were evening, and in Deur. 28, | 
the evening would God it were morning, for the anguiſh which 67+ | 
ſhall come upon thee, all theſe things in the Lords appointed | 
ſeaſon ſhall overtake thee, and much more, unleſs thou return | 
unto him who hath ſmote thee. | | 
And now inthe day of thy Viſitation, thou has proclamed a ' 
Faſt, and peradventure will hang down thy head (like a Bul- | 
ruſh) for a day, wilt thou call this a Faſt and an acceptable | 
day to the Lord. Is not this the Faſt which the Lord hath ohoſen to | | 
looſe the bands of. Wickedneſs, and to unds the heavy burthens, and ? 
#0 let the Oppreſſed go free, and that yee break every yoake that ye '1} 
| have moſt juſtly laid, and jtill retaines wpon the necks of the In- | 
| 20cent, who layes in every County oppreſſed, and perſecuted for | 
the exerciſe of a good Conlcience towards God, and all Men: . 
are you willing to fer ſiich freeto ſerve the Lordin England ? - þ 
and will you break the bond of iniquity, and undo every yoak, 


this. 
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- this is the Faſt the Lord requires of you, which if you be not 
willing to keep ; all your hanging down of your heads, prayers, 


| and teares will be but as Cairn's Sacrifice, who perſecuted his 


Brother (till he had ſlain him) about Religion, unto whoſe 

offering God had no reſpeQ, and the Cryes of their Oppreſſ- 

ons will more prevaile with the Lord againſt you, then all your 

formal Prayers will for you, for muſt tell you, God beareth 

] ob.9.3t. not ſinners, but if any CMan will doe bis will, him be beareth, 

[ yea] when you ſpread forth your bands, be will hide bis eyes from 

you,, and when you make many prayers, he will not hear, for your 

hands are full of craelty, blood, and iniquityg Waſh yee, make yee 

Ifa.1. 15, clean, pat away the evil of your doings from before bim, ceaſe to do 

TY 1617518, evil, learnto do well, ſeek + relieve the oppreſſed, judge the 

F 19, 3% PFatherleſs, plead for the Widdow ;now come let us reaſon together 

| Cfith the Lord) though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 

F white as ſnow, though they be red like Crimſon, they fhall be as 

j } Woole z if yee be willing and obedient yee ſhall eat the good of the 

118 Laxd, but, if yee refuſe and gee 0n3n rebellion, the aforeſaid 

f Fudgements ſhall ſurprize you as an armed Man,for the mouth 

| of the Lord hath ſpoken ic, and you ſhall know that the Lord 

F ruleth in the Kingdomes of Men, and giveth them to whom- 
{oever he will. | we, 

Therefore if there be any yet amongſt you whoſe hearts is 

not wholly hardned, haſt, haft to meet the Lord by Repen- 

_ tance, and remember what the King of Nineveb did after Fo- 

= 3,14 had propheſied the DeſtruCtion of that great City for its 

7.8. 9,10, wickedneſs, who (aid Le! Man and Beaſt be covered with Sack- 

cloth, and Cry mightily wits God, | yea | Let them turn every one 

from his evil way, and from the volence that is in their hands ; 

who can tell if God will tern gnd repent, and turn away from bis 

fierce anger that we periſh not, And God ſaw their works that 

they turned every Man fiom his evil way, and God repented 

him of the evil that he had ſaid he would do unto them, and 

he did it not, now this is the Faft which the Lord expects at 

your hands, To turn every one from his evil way, and from the 

violence which is in your hands againſt bis heritage, peradventure 

God may turn from you that great Fadgement which he hath 

vifited you withall, OhthatI might be Inſtrumental in help- 

jag the worſt of mine enemies out of the ſnare of the _ 

muc 
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much more my Native Country-Men whoſe hearts are breath= 
| ing after the Lord, but whether they will hear or forbear, I 
have anſwered the word of the Lord who commanded me to 
' write, and furniſhed me with matter faſter then my Pen could | 
| write, that his Judgments and the Cauſethereof and the Re- | 
| medy againſt the Remainder thereof might be fully declared | 
| and publiſhed in the eares of thee oh England, which in faith- 
fulneſs I have done, according as the word of the Lord aroſe 
in me without flattering, So thus far am I clear of the blood 
of all Mea, whether I live or dye, remain in Bonds or be at Li- 
berty, whether 1 be baniſhed for the Teſtimony of Feſus and Word | 
of God, or remain in Priſon here as I have done this ſeveral | 
yeares,with ſeveral more of my Brethren and fellow-ſufferers ; 
inall which I am no way carefull, but can freely ſay, Oh Lord 
thy will be done in the Earth, &c, Therefore l reſt in that peace 
which the World cannot rob me of, and remain, 


England's real Friend, 
called | | 
Ambroſe Rigge, 
From tbe Priſon in Hor- 
ſham in Suſſex this 12th 
Hay of the 61h Moneth | 
called Auguſt, 1665. 
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